Malines: The First Conversation

recent paper on the Roman claims, Mgr. Batiffol, since the
death of Duchesne the ablest Roman historian of the first five
centuries A.D., might be brought on the other side. But the
Archbishop, as Dr. Frere reported on February I5th, would not
*move an inch further.'43 For the moment Gore was left out
and, *in view of the great reserve of the two Archbishops of
Canterbury and York.'44 the Cardinal agreed to entertain the
same delegation as before.

As in 1894, the first successes were being followed by tiresome
checks. The Archbishop of Canterbury, having confided what
was afoot to his episcopal brethren, found misgivings among
them. The Protestants naturally grew restive when the first
rumours of Malines were confirmed by Halifax's Call to Re-
union. Ever-present with the Archbishop was the thought of his
approaching delicate task of piloting the Revised Prayer Book
through the shoals of Convocation, Assembly, and Parliament,
It was necessary, he felt, to move very cautiously, and in his
speech to Convocation in February 1922 he had much to say
about the Orthodox Church and the recent recognition of An-
glican Orders by the Patriarch of Constantinople, and nothing
about Rome. Portal took alarm. *I cannot rid myself of the
idea,* he wrote on March 5th to Halifax, 'that the success the
Archbishop has achieved in that direction, and the fear of com-
promising himself, have paralysed his approach to us/45

An equivalent uneasiness was showing itself on the Roman
side. Portal, who had friends all over Europe, reported to Hali-
fax on the reactions in different quarters. The Jesuits were un-
accountably bestirring themselves. One reverend father was
known to have written to the Archbishop of Canterbury and
had been to Malines to ask to be included in future conferences.
Another had requested Mcrcier to put him into communica-
tion with the Archbishop. What all this might portend,
whether its purpose was friendly towards a rapprochement or